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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS, SENV, EWWT, ENRG, FR, UK, XG, XT 
SUBJ: AMOCO CADIZ OIL SPILL - TWO WEEKS LATER, 

ATMOSPHERE AND U.S. INTERESTS 

REFS: (A) PARIS 10659, (B) PARIS 10528, (C) PARIS 1U490 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: NOW THAT THE LAST OE HER CARGO HAS 
ESCAPED INTO THE SEA AND SALVAGE EFEORTS HAVE THUS 
BEEN ABANDONED, THE AMOCO CADIZ HERSELF CEASES TO BE 
OE IMPORTANCE. HER LEGACY WILL BE WITH US EOR SOME 
TIME, HOWEVER, AND WE MUST NOW SHIFT OUR FOCUS AWAY 
FROM THE IMMEDIATE (AND UNFORTUNATELY LARGELY 
UNSUCCESSFUL) OPERATIONAL CONCERNS OE THE PAST TWO 
WEEKS. WHAT WILL CONERONT US IN THE EUTURE WILL BE A 
NEED TO KEEP ABREAST OE THE GENERAL POLITICO-ECONOMIC 
EALLOUT WHICH IS ALREADY HITTING THE GOF AND TO 
ASCERTAIN WHERE U.S. INTERESTS WILL BECOME INVOLVED. 
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THE MONITORING OE THE ACTIVITIES OE THE MANY PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE U.S. AGENCIES WHICH ARE OR WILL BECOME 
INVOLVED IN THE CLEAN-UP WILL ALSO REQUIRE OUR 
ATTENTION. WE CAN BE THANKEUL THAT, TO DATE, CRITICISM 
OE THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT BEEN A MAJOR EACTOR IN THIS 
AEFAIR. END SUMMARY. 
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2. IT HAS NOW BEEN TWO WEEKS SINCE THE AMOCO CADIZ 
BEGAN TO FOUNDER ON THE PORTSALL ROCKS. SALVAGE 
OPERATIONS HAVING BEEN RENDERED IMPOSSIBLE BY 
PERSISTENT BAD WEATHER, THE LAST 20 THOUSAND OF HER 
220 THOUSAND TON CARGO OF ARABIAN AND IRANIAN LIGHT 
CRUDE HAS FINALLY - PERHAPS MERCIFULLY - BEEN FREED 
BY NAVY EXPLOSIVE CHARGES TO SLIP INTO THE SEA. IT WAS 
THE LARGEST SINGLE MARITIME OIL SPILL EVER; THE SHIP'S 
FINAL COUP DE GRACE COMING AT THE INSISTENCE OF LOCAL 
RESIDENTS WHO WERE INCREASINGLY FRUSTRATED AT THE 
SEEMINGLY ENDLESS FLOW OF NEW OIL AND THE AUTHORITIES' 
OBVIOUS POWERLESSNESS IN DEALING WITH THE WRECK. NORTH 
FINISTERE IS JUST STARTING TO RECOVER FROM ITS STATE OF 
SHOCK. AS ITS CIVIL DEFENSE CLEAN-UP EFFORTS AT LAST 
MOVE FORWARD, WE CAN ALSO EXPECT POLITICAL ARTICULATION 
OF THE WOES STEMMING FROM THE DISASTER. THE GOF IS 
DEFENSIVE AND THE ELEMENTS OF THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 
INVOLVED ARE MORTIFIED. 

3. THE AFFAIR NOW ENTERS A NEW PHASE. FROM HERE ON, 

THE POLITICO-ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE DISASTER WILL 
OCCUPY OUR ATTENTION. THEY HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO DO 
THIS. UNION SUITS AGAINST AMOCO, UNILATERALLY ESTAB- 
LISHED NAVIGATION REGULATIONS (REFS B AND C), AND AN 
ANNOUNCED CONSUMER COMMITTEE TO BOYCOTT SHELL ARE 
MANIFESTATIONS OF A DISCONTENT THAT IS GOING TO BE 
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AROUND FOR SOME TIME. 

4. IN THIS ATMOSPHERE, WE WILL NEED TO KEEP ABREAST 
OF SPECIFIC SITUATIONS INVOLVING DIRECT U.S. INTERESTS. 

WE WILL NEED TO MONITOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MANY 
PRIVATE AMERICAN AS WELL AS USG AGENCIES (NOAA, EPA, 
USFWS, USCG, NTSB, ETC.) WHICH ARE BECOMING INVOLVED. 
FINALLY, THE IMAGE OF AMERICAN BUSINESS IS ALWAYS A 
TOUCHY SUBJECT HERE, AND THE AMOCO CADIZ DENOUEMENT 
COULD MAKE IT MORE SO. WE CAN CONSIDER OURSELVES 
FORTUNATE THAT GENERAL CRITICISM OF THE UNITED STATES 
HAS NOT BEEN A MAJOR FACTOR IN THIS AFFAIR SO FAR. 

HARTMAN 
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